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By the Book 

jJF|KK(;i>in CtJKTIS* V KTICI.K *THK 
. 'i** Fourth Tramp’* | Ii«-liin«| the Lines, 

April 1996|. about Kay ami Mary La 
Fontaines will v. original Imok Oswald 
Talked , does u utsserv ire lojhe readers of 

7e.wu Monthly. The La'Fonlaim^Ji«<>k. in 

my view, is the most [ i crsuusive npd profes ^V 
^ J ^jonul-lHKtk op l|jg j^yyiiwilv assassination / 
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sinc e Gerald Posners 199.'t (Ime ('Jnw d / ' 
I confess a professional inleresi. hTl 0041 
published a lengthy article by ihe Lu 
Fontaines, titled ’The Fourth Tramp.** in 
the Washington Tost'* Outlook section. 
Along with my fellow editors. I found the 
story of John Elrod, a short-order cook who 
spent several hours in the same Dallas 
County jail eellblock ns D*e llaney Oswald 
on November 22. 1963, to l>e an im|>ortuni 
contribution to the evidentiary nronl. 

Curtis article did not mention, much 
less describe or analyze, two tliinls of the 
inlerestingjiew evid.. ».. t . | | )a | || lf . p a 
Fontaines pr£J\<|**f. 

John Flrod’s story strongly suggests that 
Oswald ha d knowledge of the activities of a 
Rroup of Dallas gunn unirrsT'Tliesr same 
weaponTtra ffickers were , according to an 
FBI report, talkin g in the fa ll of PJM with a 
group of Miami Cu bans ahoul an invasion 
ofDul^a. jt was sup|HW<;d to lake place at a 
spec i fie liiucLilic^liisL\Vi'.ek of N« »ve»uljer 
1 9^1. Moreover, th e La Fontaines report, 
these anti-Castro Cubans were funded by 
the CIA — thou gh agency officials acknowl- 
edged privately that they were not u nder 
CIA control. And. the loi Fontaines note, 
ihese Cubans sought to purchase t heir 
weapons for this invasion from (I Dalian 
dealer who was » > ne ofj inly two gnu dealers 
in the whole area who sold the type „f 
Maun I i che r-Curcano bu Nets that struck 
President Kimnnlv and Cme mor^liinnallv 
Might there l>e a connection between the 
Cubans* plm met I myosin and ( )sw alls ac- 
tions on Nov emlyr/jg, 1‘tfvT' _ 

Curtis* suggestion (but the U Fontaines 
an* just two more Americans driven nuts by 
their emotional need for eonspiraev is unfor- 
tunate. One of the groats p|e;isim*s of (h- 
uald Talked j* its m ain humorous aside s 
uImmiI the scnumlrvJs. lunatics, and lost souls 
olis t-s^sU vi iii 1 | I( . Kr nnntv assa ssination. 
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